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Objective 
To assess the importance of gap disturbance in boreal forests. 
 
Description 
The review considers the research done on gap disturbances in temperate and tropical forests.  
Research in Scandinavia, Russia, Japan and the United States has shown that gap disturbance 
determines forest structure and processes to a greater extent than previously assumed.  Particular 
focus is given to boreal forests dominated by the shade-tolerant fir-spruce complex that is well 
adapted to the development of long-term, old-growth continuity in the absence of large-scale 
disturbance. 
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