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Objective 
To describe the development and application of the Forestry Water Quality Index tool. 
 
Description 
The assessment of the impacts of forestry activities on water quality is a critical component of 
forestry management and planning especially when watersheds are being used for different water 
used by different stakeholders.  Traditional methodologies for assessing these impacts, while 
accurate, often do not take into account the intended use of water.  Water quality data is 
inherently technical, and are not conducive to communication to all stakeholders especially the 
public.  There is a need for a communications based assessment tool that assesses the impact of 
forestry activities on water quality from the perspective of different water uses.  This paper 
describes the development and application of such a tool, the Forestry Water Quality Index 
(FWQI).  The FWQI has been developed specifically to capture, evaluate and communicate the 
impact of Forestry activities on water quality to multiple stakeholders. 
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