Domestic harvesting: respecting Newfoundland and Labrador’s forests
The Forestry Services Branch of the Department of Natural Resources uses adaptive management practices to ensure sustainability and productivity in the province’s forests. Domestic harvesters can help protect the forest by avoiding nests or sensitive wildlife areas, removing garbage from the woods, and not cutting too close to waterways. 

Cutting wood in the fall and winter is a tradition and often, a necessity in Newfoundland and Labrador, making allocations and regulations for domestic cutting an important component of forest management planning in the province.  

Each of the province’s 24 Forest Management Districts (FMD) is responsible for issuing cutting permits to ensure long-term sustainability of the forest resource. To cut wood for personal use, you must obtain a domestic cutting permit from your local Forestry Services office.
“Regulations are the same throughout Newfoundland and Labrador, but permit conditions for things like wood volumes or duration of the permit may vary in different areas to reflect local conditions,” says Rod Hillyard of FMD 1 on the Avalon Peninsula. “The general rules on the Avalon are that the maximum permit volume ranges from three to five cords of wood depending on the zone you are cutting in, and there is a maximum of three consecutive months between October and March where you can cut and remove your permit volume.”

A map and list of specific conditions form part of each cutting permit. In all areas, a permit return on the back of your cutting permit must be completed and returned to your local FMD office. Completing your return accurately and submitting it in a timely fashion will help forest managers make decisions on forest resources. Harvesters are reminded that they may not sell or barter wood, or use it as a gift. 
“As with any form of poaching, illegal cutting and selling of wood damages the resource and depletes the amount available for others,” says Hillyard. “Under the Forestry Act, there is a penalty for people selling wood on a domestic cutting permit. Depending on how the wood was obtained and other circumstances, there may be criminal charges against the buyer. A buyer should ask to see a seller’s commercial cutting permit or otherwise verify that the seller is authorized to sell wood.”
Safety in the woods
Although the amount and type of wood you are permitted to cut varies from district to district, one thing all areas have in common is a concern for sustainability and safe practices in the forest.
 

When preparing to cut, survey the area and watch for snags, dead branches or debris. Clear around the area to be cut to create an escape route should the tree fall in the wrong direction, and use proper notching techniques. 
“If cutting a leaning tree, always stand on the opposite side of the lean until the cut is finished, and leave an extra thick hinge on the opposite side of the lean so the tree will not break off,” says Hillyard. 

When cutting in deep snow, clear the snow as low as possible on at least one side of the tree to reduce stump height. Push your foot down along the stem on the opposite side to check for debris or anything that might interfere with the saw blade. If a tree is lodged in place, do not walk or work underneath it, and don’t cut the supporting tree. Every effort should be made to remove lodged trees, but if it is unsafe to do so, mark it with a ribbon or flag tape.  

When limbing a standing tree, never cut above shoulder height, and hold the saw horizontal to your body, using your thumb on the chainsaw throttle. 
“The tree stem should be between the cutter and the saw after the first cut is made, and longer branches should be cut a couple of times to gain access to the stem,” says Hillyard. “Don’t move forward until the saw is on the opposite side of the stem. To reduce the chance of kickback, keep your thumb around the handle bar while operating the saw, maintain a good grip, and avoid using the end of the bar. Apply the chain brake when walking with an idling chain saw, and always look around and check for overhead branches before cutting a tree.”

When using a chainsaw, inspect the brake often, and ensure the chain and bar are receiving oil. Ensure the chain tension is adjusted so it can rotate, and check chain for wear.

Most people who use the woods appreciate the resource and want to ensure they can continue to cut wood long into the future. The best way to do this is to respect the forest and give it a chance to thrive, says Hillyard. 

“Everyone who uses the forest should try to leave the woods in a better condition than they found it – it helps to remove dead, senescent trees and create a clean opening for young forest regeneration to get full sunlight and reach its growth potential. We can all help the forest by respecting other forest values, and by not leaving garbage or a mess for others to go into.”
For more information on Sustainable Forest Management in Newfoundland and Labrador, please contact Forest Resources Headquarters, Fortis Building, P.O. Box 2006, Corner Brook, NL, A2H 6J8. Phone: 709-637-2349/2284 or visit www.gov.nl.ca/forestry.
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