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Abstract:

The Urban Ecology Waking Tour wasinitiated by the Public Awarenessand Involvement Working Group
(PAIWG) of the WesternNewfoundland Model Forest (WNMF). Its main purpose was to educate the
public and school groups about the WNMF and forest ecosystemns and forest management. A variety of
gaff members of Sr Wilfred Grenfdl College lead by Keith Nicol put together the interpretative tour.
Although the tour was poorly subscribed in August 2000, it was heavily used in September and early
October when more than 900 studentstook part. The teachers, adults and students who took the tour
reported that it was informative and interesting and the tour overdl was very well rated.



Table of Contents

LI o = O] 1= g £ S v
RS o 1= o -SSRSO Vi
IO 1 11 0o [F o o 1SS 1
2.0 Tour Development, Implementation, and Evauation of the Tour...........ccccoveeeieivcieccneee 2

3.0 RECOMMENTELIONS......c..eeiicie ettt et e s b e b e et e eae e s re e s e enseennesnne e 6
4.0 REFEIENCES CILOU.....ccctieiieeitiecie ettt et e e e e e e e aeeeneesreesneesneeaneas 7
Appendices

Appendix 1-Sample BroChUIE............oouiiiee et e 8
APPENCIX 2-NEWS SLOTY ...c.eeeeeieieeteeeeries et e e ste e e e sre e seesaesseeeessesseeseesesseeseessessessenseensessens 9
APPENIX 3-AQVEITISEMENL......civiieiieirieeieee ettt sbe b bbb s resresbe e seeneens 10
Appendix 4-SchoolS N DISLICE #3.....c..cieeeceee e 11

Appendix 5-Summary of QUESHIONNAITES..........cccuiueereriirirerereerere e 13-18



List of Tables

Table 2-1 Summary Breakdown of School Participation in the Western Newfoundland Model Forest
Urban Forest Ecology WalKing TOU..........ccoereirineneneseees e 5



1.0 Introduction

The Western Newfoundland Model Forest (WNMF) isapartnership of varied stakeholderswiththe main
god of developing a process of sustainable forest management. A sub god is “to build the capacity in
society for people to contribute effectively to resource management”. Within this god is the objective of
providing rdevant education programmes at dl levels and of dl types formd, informa and professond
development. To thisend the Public Awarenessand Involvement Working Group (PAIWG) ofthe WNMF
decided to implement aforest ecology waking tour in the summer and fal of 2000. A tour had been run
inthe summer and fal of 1999 withcons derable success. The main purpose wasto alow the genera public
and various school groupsto learn about the forest through a short walking tour. The area chosen was the
Participark trals near the Forest Centre in Corner Brook which dlowed participants to view an
introductory video and then go on aguided wak. Although participation was minimd in August close to
30 school groups participated in September and early October. This school involvement was very
successful and included over 900 students, a substantia increase from the previous yeer.



2.0 Tour Development, I mplementation and Evaluation of the Tour
Staff Training-

The gaff involved in the developing the tours included Professor Henry Mann (botanist), Dr. Bill lams
(geologist), and Dr. Michad Rutherford (soil science). Professor Keith Nicol wasthe project manager and
wasinvolved in coordinating dl aspects of the proj ect. The specidigslisted above examinedthe Participark
Tralsfor interpretative possbilitiesand they supplied avariety of interpretative materials. KeithNicol dso
obtained information on a variety of other types of information related to the history of Corner Brook,
history of logging in Newfoundland, Guidelines for Forestry Operations within Protected Water Supplies,
materiad on folk remedies in Newfoundland, Beothuk Indians and their use of the forest, Nature Guide for
the Pasadena Nordic Ski Club Tralls, plus provided various guides deding with trees and shrubs,
wildflowers, and birds of Newfoundland. He a so obtained thinned and unthinned tree discs from Corner
Brook Pulp and Paper (CBPP) toilludratethe effects of Slvicultureontree growth. All of this materia was
compiled by the tour guides to alow the participants to have a better understanding of:

a)the historical sgnificance of the forest and Corner Brook stream to the history of Corner Brook
b)the basic geology and soils of thisarea

o)the floraand faunathat one might see in the boreal forest of Western Nwefoundland

d)various human/forest interactions

e)other relevant factors which depended in part on the age of the participants.

Two tour guides, Heather Nicol and Peter Smith were trained by Keith Nicol and the above mentioned
gaff. Through the month of August, these tour guides both worked individualy on dternate weeks but
through most of September and early October both tour guides worked at the same time sincethe school
groupswere generdly large. The involvement of two tour guidesworking smultaneoudy in September and
October was not initidly planned for but is highly recommended if this project goes ahead in future years
since some schools brought between 35- 50 students.



Tour Format

Two tours were planned each day - one a 9:00 am and another a 1:00 pm Monday through Friday,
August 2 to October 6, 2000. Tour length wasroughly 1.5 - 2 hours. The tourswould normdly start at the
Forest Centre withanintroductory 15 minutevideo about the WNMF. Then the participants would walk
to the Participark Trail and do the ‘lower’ loop whichisabout 1 kilometer inlength. At the end of the tour,
participants would walk back to the Forest Centre or catch the busin the parking lot of the Participark.
The scheduled times were dtered on request by teachers or clients wishing to do the tour at other times.
Y ounger students (up to grade 6), would start at the Participark to reduce the waking time fromthe Forest
Centre. On conclusonof the tour the students weregivenappropriate informationonthe WNMF, posters,
information concerning the pine martin, a WNMF-CD for older classes and a word puzzle sheet for
younger classes.

Tour Management

The tourswere booked through a dedicated phone line to the WNMF. Thisalowed interested individuds
or groups to book atour. The phone line had a message about the tour and booking information. The
phone line was monitored at least 3 times aday to receive messages and respond to the people who had
booked atour. This system of booking tours worked well and is suggested as a good way to proceed in
the future if this programme is planned again.

Public Relations and Promotional Material for thetours.

Promoting awvareness of the toursis essentia to getting people involved inthe tours. Thiswas approached
in severd ways. Firg of al, a brochure was created to promote the tours through the 4 main hotelsin the
city and a the Corner Brook Vigtors Chalet in July 2000. This brochure was designed to target vigtors
to the city who might be interested in the tour. Two hundred copies were printed and a sample brochure
is attached in Appendix 1. Secondly, the Western Star was contacted and they did a news story on the
tours (see Appendix 2). Thirdly, noticesabout the tourswere run severd timesa week in the Western Star
in the Community Calender (see Appendix 3) for the month of August. Lastly, 4 ads were run in the
Western Star oneach Saturday in August promoting the tours (see Appendix 3). These dates were chosen
sance it was assumed that the Saturday paper would get more readership and that it would be seen by a



larger audience than weekday papers. All schoolsin Digtrict #3 were contacted by fax in early September
with information about the tours and how to book them (see Appendix 4).

3
Tour Participation and User Response Surveys

Despite the consderable promotion and advertising about the tours, the number of people that availed of
the toursin August was quite smdl-only 26 people participated. Thisis up congderably from the previous
year when just 6 people participated outside of 2 ‘officid’ toursthat were run in August, 1999. Although
the summer turnout is low it does dlow time to get materids together and to run the tour in smdl groups
in anticipation of the larger groupsin the fall.

Once school resumed, interest in the tours jumped remarkably. After the District #3 schools were
contacted, 11 schools responded and bookings were solid from September 18 to October 6.

These 11 schools had over 900 students participated whichis a substantia increasefromthe previous year
when 700 studentstook the tour. It islikely that even more schools might have taken part except that the
tours ended on October 6, 2000 due to personal reasons for one of the tour guides. The previous year the
tours were extended until October 25. Table 2.1 shows the lig of schools and the number of students
involved.

User response forms were given out to determine reaction to the tour from the students, adults and
teachers. Thiswas done to be adle to better planfuturetours based onwhat participants preferred or found
interesting. Summary sheets of these questionnairesare found in Appendix 5 but some detailsare presented
below. Note that not dl participants filled out questionnaires snce some students/adults left before filling
them ouit.

Notes on Teacher’s Responsetothe Tours:

1)Over 80% thought that the students either had agood or excellent understanding of the different aspects
of the tour.

2) Sixty percent thought that the ecosystem component was of most interest to students.
3) Ninty percent thought that the tour was interactive enough for students.

4)Ninty percent would recommend the tour to friends and family and 90% rated the tour as good or
excedllent.



5) There were severd individua comments which are enclosed in the package of questionnaires.

4
Notes of Adult’s Responseto the Tours (thiswasfilled out by anyone over the age of 15):

1) Ninty-eight percent thought that the tour was hdpful in developing an understanding of the W.
Newfoundland ecosytem.

2)AImost 95% thought the tour was helpful in understanding forest management issues.

3) Over 77 % thought the pre tour presentation length was good. Over 75% thought the waking tour
length was good.

4)Over 93% thought the tour was enjoyable and over 95 % thought it was informative.

5) The pre-tour presentation was liked the least and the ecosystem component was ranked as the most
enjoyable.

6) Over 95% ranked the tour as good or excdllent.

7) Almost 90% would recommend the tour to their families or friends.

Noteson Children’s Responseto the Tour (age 8-14)

1) Most children thought the tour was both the right length and FUN.

2) Close to 70% thought that the most interesting aspect was the trees/wildlife/soils aspect of the tour.
3) The least liked aspect was the pre-tour presentation.

4) Over 90% thought the tour was good or excellent.

5) Over 95% would recommend the tour to friends and family.



As an incentive to encouraging students, adults and teachers to fill out the questionnaires, a variety of
WNMF t-shirts and other prizes were given away on arandom draw basis at the end of tour schedule.

3. Recommendations
Thefadllowing recommendations are offered for considerationif the tour isto be undertakeninanother year.

1. It is recommended that since generd public's interest is minimd as the tour now stands but is very
popular withschools that the tour elther be completely re-thought out asto how to better attract the genera
public or smply concentrate on the schools. If the latter is the case then the contractor could be hired for
just the months of September and October which might be more cost effective. It is recommended that 2
guides be hired for this school session since the class Sizes are generdly quite large.
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